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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 


Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 


Sir: 

Prior to commencing substantive examination of the above-identified application on the 
merits, please enter the following Preliminary Amendment. 


In The Specification 

^x<5n page 4, lines 7-21, please replace the paragraph as follows (marked-up changes are 
,rfiown on the attachment hereto): 

The present invention may be implemented in connection with a variety of applications. 
FIG. 1 shows one such implementation in which the artifact counting of the present invention is 
employed. An MPEG2 artifacts detection unit is adapted to detect the existence of artifacts in 
video sequences using gradient tests in both horizontal and vertical directions. An output from 
the detection unit represents an indication of blockiness in scanning the active region of pixel 
processing and of the grid size and origin of artifacts. Scanned data 105 is processed in an 


